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I invite you to discover the exceptional opportunities for a superior educational 
experience... opportunities that are waiting for you at one of the nation’s premier 
universities. 

Explore our interdisciplinary programs. We stretch and redefi ne traditional boundaries, 
helping you adapt to challenges that don’t yet exist, using technology not yet dreamed.

Take a look at our unique arrangement of six undergraduate colleges. Rather than being 
organized around a fi eld of study, your college focuses on a distinct philosophy with 
core courses, creating a smaller social neighborhood of its own, while remaining an 
integral component of the campus.

Discover our beautiful campus, perfectly situated overlooking the Pacifi c Ocean. It’s just 
one of the reasons UC San Diego is one of the most popular choices in the renowned 
University of California system. 

Now picture yourself as part of the intersection of people from every academic 
discipline and from all over the world. Our diverse community is the foundation 
for impacting the sciences, the arts, philosophy, and technology; it’s the strength for 
working towards social justice, close to home and around the globe. 

During the 2010-2011 year, we’ll be celebrating our 50th anniversary with the whole 
world—and you’ll be amazed at what we have accomplished. I urge you to explore all 
the possibilities that make up UC San Diego’s history—and our future. 

Welcome! 

Marye Anne Fox
Chancellor

Discover UC San Diego!



Seven Nobel Laureates currently call UC San Diego home for teaching and research (17 in UC San 
Diego’s history). Our faculty is internationally recognized—you’ll meet recipients of the Fields Medal, 
Enrico Fermi Award, Balzan Prize, National Humanities Medal, Pulitzer Prize, Tony Award, National 
Medal of Science, Kyoto Prize, Academy Award, and MacArthur Foundation “Genius” Awards.
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Diego’s h
Enrico F
Medal of

UC San Diego’s academic 
excellence is built on the solid 
foundation of our faculty. 
Internationally renowned, they 
make groundbreaking research 
discoveries, receive the highest 
honors from their peers, and 
become your inspiring teachers.

At UC San Diego, you’ll fi nd 
yourself in a challenging learning 
environment with students 
from cities large and small, from 
countries near and far. You’ll 
discover opportunities for learning, 
research, and leadership. 

Many of our academic departments have an 
interdisciplinary approach that adapts learning 
to the world beyond the university. By taking 
combinations of classes in history, mathematics, 

visual arts, communication, psychology, music, physics, or literature, you’ll 
look at solutions from a multifaceted perspective and make your own 
opportunities.

You can also choose an interdisciplinary minor as a counterpoint to your 
major. A minor can be six or seven related courses that encourage you to 
explore fi elds ranging from Law & Society to Chicano/a and Latino/a Arts 
and Humanities to Environmental Studies... to name a few. 

Whether you’re a transfer or freshman, you’ll be able to play a leading role 
in creating the future you envision for yourself and your generation—
and your world.

Academic Strength
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“I really liked the campus here because I didn’t want a 
school in the middle of a city, so this was my first choice. 
I was going to be an environmental engineer, but in one 
of my GE classes, I found out about cognitive science. 
I hadn’t even known it existed and I just really 
connected with it. The professors are the top 
of the top, and it’s awesome to be a part of 
what’s going on in the department.”

Jinny 
John Muir College
major:  Cognitive Science
minor:  Interdisciplinary Computing and 
             the Arts (ICAM)/Visual Arts

“Innovation is our tradition.” 
“One of our strengths is the dynamic nature of our 
academic off erings. We bring together scholars and 
resources in unique combinations, and redefi ne traditional 
departmental boundaries to create new perspectives. In 
the arts, we break new ground by integrating technology; 
while science and engineering benefi t from taking a 

creative look at societal issues. You’ll 
fi nd this innovative approach in UC 
San Diego’s classrooms.”

Barbara Sawrey, Ph.D.
Associate Vice Chancellor for 

Undergraduate Education

Graduate and Professional Schools

Jacobs School of Engineering – graduate and undergraduate• 
Rady School of Management• 
School of International Relations and Pacifi c Studies• 
School of Medicine• 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography• 
Skaggs School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences• 

One of the major advantages for undergraduates at UC San Diego is the strength 
of our graduate schools and programs. Our innovative approaches to education 
make an impact on how you learn and on the world at large—which then attracts 
international attention, forward-thinking faculty, and high-caliber graduate students 
who may be your teaching assistants, your classmates, and your research colleagues.

6
th

American Politics / International 
Politics

10
th Asian History

3
rd Behavioral Neuroscience

2
nd Bioengineering

6
th Econometrics

5
th

Geophysics and Seismology (SIO 
Graduate Programs)

7
th Latin American History

6
th

Multimedia / Visual 
Communications

1
st Oceanography (graduate)

7
th Plasma Physics

7
th Political Science (graduate)

6
th Sociology of Culture

3
rd

Th eatre & Dance Programs 
(graduate)

4
th best in the nation based on the positive 

impact the university has had on the country
— Washington Monthly’s College Guide

7
th for excellence among public 

colleges and universities in the U.S. 
— U.S. News & World Report

Top-Ten ranked 
departments and programs, 
nationwide
— U.S. News & World 
     Report
— Th e National Research 
     Council

10
th in the nation for the 

quality of UC San Diego’s 
faculty
— Th e National Research 
     Council

3
rd highest salaries

in the nation for 
UC San Diego alumni, 
among public university
graduates
— Forbes.com



Unique College System

What distinguishes UC San Diego from other universities is its family 
of undergraduate colleges. Patterned after the centuries-old Oxford/
Cambridge system, our six colleges off er students individual choices in 
core academic programs, general education requirements, and social 
communities, while collectively retaining the impressive benefi ts off ered 
by a highly ranked major university.

Each college has its own focused educational philosophy. Match up 
your interests and ideals with the colleges. At most universities, it’s your 
choice of major that puts you in a particular college—not at UC San 
Diego. All majors, all academic support programs, and all university 
resources are available to every student, no matter which college you’re 
affi  liated with. 

Th e colleges take the name of an infl uential person who embodies the 
ideals sought by that college's students and staff : Roger Revelle, John 
Muir, Th urgood Marshall, Earl Warren, and Eleanor Roosevelt were 
all leaders in the arts and sciences, in politics, and in society—and UC 
San Diego’s fi rst fi ve colleges have been named after them. Our newest 
college focuses on the intersection of culture, art, and technology, and 
is currently known as Sixth College. 

Since you can declare any major wherever you are, the choice of your 
college is another singular component of a great education at 
UC San Diego.

“The faculty is pretty influential for 
me—I mean, all the professors in my 
department I like and respect and want 
to work hard for. I think that the things 
we create on stage are much more 
genuine and more advanced because 
they have to be up to par with these 
professors who know exactly what kind 
of work you can do and what level you 
should be at. And they really want to 
change your life by testing the limits, 
sometimes pushing you outside your 
comfort zone. That's what I'm here for.”

Carrie
John Muir College
majors:  Dance and Theatre

When applying to UC San Diego, 
you’ll be asked to choose an undergraduate college. 

How do you choose? Read about the colleges and their 
general education (GE) requirements in the following 

outlines and on our webpages:  colleges.ucsd.edu

Th en rank choices based on your own interests and 
philosophies.

Transfer students should consider the college’s GE 
requirements in relation to their completed courses.

How do you choose?

colleges.ucsd.edu



Further information about 
choosing a college can also be 
found in the General Catalog: 
catalog.ucsd.educatalog.ucsd.edu
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“I transferred to UC San Diego as a 
junior. When I visited the campus 
before deciding, it always seemed like 
there was a lot to do here. I’m really 
involved in my college—council, peer 
educator, working with the transfer 
groups—and that helped with meeting 
people.” 

Martin
John Muir College
major:  Economics

“The campus itself is huge, but the 
college system makes it accessible. It’s 
easier to get to know people—you can 
always start a conversation by asking 
what their college is. You’d think it’s 
clique-y, but it’s the opposite. And 
I went to Paris for five weeks in the 
Global Seminars program, which really 
made me feel like a world citizen.”

Paulina
Eleanor Roosevelt College
major:   Political Science
minor:   Urban Studies & Planning

“I didn’t know anything about UC San 
Diego when I first got here:  this place 
is ten times larger than my high school! 
But now it doesn’t seem like that big a 
university, because it’s home. The college 
system helps a lot. You have your space 
you’re familiar with, you walk to class 
with the same people, you write papers 
together. But you can’t expect to sit in 
your room and not go out and meet 
people. You have to shape your college 
experience—open the door yourself.”

Rolland
Thurgood Marshall College
major:  Psychology
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Sixth Freshman

GE Requirements

Sixth Transfer

GE Requirements

(to be completed after transfer)

Quarter Courses

3 Culture, Art, and Technology  
includes 2 quarters of intensive instruction in university-level writing 
and digital literacy

1 Information Technology Fluency

12 Breadth Requirement 
2   Analytical and Scientifi c Methods   2 science courses
2   Art Making
1   Exploring Data  1 statistics course
2   Narrative, Aesthetic, and Historical Reasoning  2 humanities  
     courses
2   Social Analysis  2 social science courses
2   Societal Context
1   Structured Reasoning  1 math/logic course

2 Practicum

Minor  optional

IGETC 
accepted as full completion of lower-division GE requirements if certifi ed by your • 
community college
no additional lower-division courses required• 
minimum of 60 upper-division units, including the practicum project/course and • 
CAT 125, the practicum writing requirement

TAG 
Full completion of IGETC, as certifi ed by your community college, is required. • 
Minimum of 60 upper-division units, including the practicum project/course and • 
CAT 125, the practicum writing requirement.

UCSD Articulation Breadth Agreement 
Minimum of 60 upper-division units, including the practicum project/course and • 
CAT 125, the practicum writing requirement.
Course-by-course articulation; some lower-division courses may be required after • 
transfer.
With careful planning, you can complete most lower-division general education • 
courses.

preparing eff ective citizens for the 21st century
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“When I chose UC San Diego, I felt it was 
far enough away from home to be able to 
experience something new. My first-year 
housing was Camp Snoopy and I loved 
it! We created our own family, like living 
in a great big house. And it feels close to 
the center of campus and to Price Center. 
Some people say there’s nothing to do, 
but only if you stay inside your dorm and 
do nothing. There’s a million things to 
do here!”

Yunuen
Sixth College
majors:   International Studies
 Political Science/History

Sixth College, the newest of UC San Diego’s six 
colleges, is dedicated to helping students acquire 
the interpersonal skills, technical know-how, self-
knowledge, and cultural awareness needed to thrive 
and be eff ective in the global community.
Sixth Features

Sixth College prepares students to become eff ective • 
global citizens who engage creatively and ethically 
with the complex issues facing the world in the 
21st century.
Th e college draws its creative inspiration through • 
the interdisciplinary examination of culture, art, 
and technology.
Th e General Education program is fl exible and • 
is designed to help students develop critically 
important skills to become engaged global citizens.

Core Academic Programs 

Th e year-long Culture, Art, and Technology (CAT) core 
sequence with its embedded writing program:

explores how people in various societies use • 
culture, art, and technology to express their beings 
and to mediate their relationships with nature, 
each other, and their environments
examines the functions and interactions of art • 
and technology in diff erent periods from a cross-
cultural perspective
teaches inquiry and discovery through writing, • 
communicating, pursuing digital literacy, and 
composing in other media
develops skills vital to working collaboratively, in • 
teams, and across cultures

The Practicum

Sixth College’s capstone upper-division project:
challenges students to connect their academic • 
education to surrounding communities

promotes civic engagement and global • 
consciousness

Traditions and Community Life

Arts• 6 connects the campus-wide ArtPower! 
program to Sixth College’s academic theme of 
culture, art, and technology, aff ording students 
opportunities to engage with diverse, world-
renowned artists.
Kuncocshun• , Sixth College’s celebration of student 
creativity organized annually by its students, is a 
festival featuring art exhibits, performances, art 
making, and foods from around the world.
Let It Flow… A Soulful Night at Sixth•  is the 
College’s traditional celebration during Black 
History Month. Th e program features professional 
and student spoken-word artists, hip-hop dance, 
and a tasty soul-food meal.

Transfer and Commuter Student 

Opportunities

Sixth College Transfer Buddy Program• 
Commuters in Action student organization• 
Commuter Center• 
All Campus Transfer Association (ACTA)• 

Th e colleges each start out with a 
number – Second College, for example 
– and honor a person whose life and 
work represents the ideals of the college’s 
philosophy and educational approach.  
Students, faculty, and administrative 
leaders are all involved in choosing a 

name.  Sixth College enrolled its fi rst students in 2002, and is 
still in the earliest stages of the naming process.

sixth.ucsd.edu

Th e col
number 
– and h
work rep
philosop
Student
leaders 

name.  Sixth College enrolled 
still in the earliest stages of the
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“It's a long way from Queens, New York to 
San Diego—before I moved in my res hall, 
I’d never even been to California. So I chose 
my college by looking at pictures. It’s new 
and modern and the quad is beautiful and 
you can lounge out there, have a picnic, 
play frisbee. And I was thinking that at a 
big university, there’s a feeling you can’t 
talk to the professors, but that’s just not 
true. I’m interacting as a participant in the 
department, and in working on the upper-
division projects, professors treat you like a 
colleague. That’s made it all worthwhile.”

Andrew
Eleanor Roosevelt College
majors:   Linguistics
 European History
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Eleanor Roosevelt College honors one of the most 
noted American political leaders and humanitarians. 
ERC’s comprehensive general education prepares 
you to compete successfully in this century’s global 
and multicultural economy, with any major and 
profession.

ERC Features 

cohesive general education program• 
academic enrichment opportunities (international • 
aff airs discussion groups and intercultural 
communications workshop series)
community service/leadership development• 
experience abroad opportunities (optional)• 

Core Course: “Making of the Modern 

World”  is an interdisciplinary analysis of major 
Eastern and Western civilizations that shaped the modern 
world. Th e course sequence:

expands comparative, analytic, and writing skills• 
prepares you for any major, career, or graduate/• 
professional school
gives you opportunities for topic-related fi eld trips • 

Student Life 

intercultural communication opportunities with • 
students from around the globe
community service projects/activities • 
internationally and in San Diego 
each quarter the fl agship program, “Celebration • 
of Cultures: At Home and Abroad,” highlights a 
region of the world
cutting-edge leadership programs preparing • 
tomorrow’s world leaders
social activities/events such as Rock-N-Roosevelt • 
and semi-formal dance 

Transfer and Commuter Student 

Opportunities 

quarterly campus-wide transfer socials• 
annual Commuter Appreciation Week and regular • 
Commuter Breakfasts 
workshops for successful transition to  • 
UC  San Diego
ERC’s Commuter/Transfer Student Association• 

International House at ERC 
brings the whole world to the UC 
San Diego community through 
programs that share culture, 
language, and traditions. Language 
Tables, Global Gourmet, SLAM 
(Spontaneous Laughter, Art and 

Music), Model United Nations, Sunday Suppers 
– all organized by students. Everyone’s invited to 
participate. 

developing world citizens
through scholarship, leadership & service

Internatio
brings th
San Die
program
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Roosevelt Freshman

GE Requirements

Roosevelt Transfer

GE Requirements

(to be completed after transfer)
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Quarter Courses

6
Making of the Modern World
includes 2 quarters of intensive instruction in university-level writing 

0-4 Foreign Language  can be met by profi ciency or coursework

2 Fine Arts  includes study of both Western and non-Western arts

2
Natural Sciences 
choices available for science majors and non-science majors

2
Quantitative Methods / Formal Skills
choices available for science majors and non-science majors

3 Regional Specialization

Minor  optional

You may combine foreign language and regional specialization coursework 
to focus on a particular geographic area.

Transfer students who can certify that they have completed the lower-division general 
education requirements at an accredited four-year college, and students who have 
completed the TAG Program at a California community college prior to entering 
UC San Diego, must take three quarters of Making of the Modern World. Th e same 
requirement for IGETC-certifi ed students is pending approval.

All other transfer students must complete three quarters of Making of the Modern World 
and satisfy the other general education requirements applied to students admitted 
as freshmen.

 

roosevelt.ucsd.edu
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Warren Freshman

GE Requirements

Warren Transfer

GE Requirements

(to be completed after transfer)

Quarter Courses

2 Writing 

2 Ethics and Society

2
Formal Skills  
calculus, symbolic logic, computer programming, and/or statistics

12
Programs of Concentration  (PofCs)
for B.A./B.S. degrees (except engineering):  2 PofCs, each containing 
6 courses and each noncontiguous to the major and to each other OR

6
Area Studies   
for B.S. degrees in engineering:  2 area studies, one in the humanities/fi ne 
arts and one in the social sciences, each containing 3 courses OR

Minor  may be used in lieu of a PofC or Area Study if noncontiguous to 
the major and to the other PofC or Area Study

IGETC 
accepted as full completion of lower-division GE requirements if certifi ed by your • 
community college
3 upper-division courses that are noncontiguous to the major• 

TAG 
Full completion of IGETC, as certifi ed by your community college, is required. • 

UCSD Articulation Breadth Agreement 
Course-by-course articulation; some lower-division courses may be required after • 
transfer.
With•  careful planning, you can complete lower-division GE requirements prior 
to transfer.

toward a life in balance
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“There’s a stereotype that people here 
aren’t friendly—but it’s not accurate. There 
are so many different types of people, and 
all so interesting! In my college, I probably 
know 80 percent of the people because the 
res halls are a little bit tucked away from 
everything else, so we all hang out together. 
And my first-year roommates were not all 
studying the same thing—they’re majoring 
in communications, history, and visual arts.”

Afshawn
Earl Warren College
major:  Human Biology
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Th e college’s philosophy, “Toward a Life in Balance,“ 
honors the former Governor of California and U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice who believed that citizens 
must balance personal responsibility and public 
service. Warren College strives to encourage students 
to discover this symmetry throughout their years at 
UC San Diego and beyond, and has adopted the 
scales of justice as its logo to represent this balance. 

Warren College is committed to providing students 
with a challenging and stimulating environment with 
signifi cant exposure to the humanities and fi ne arts, 
social sciences, and math/natural sciences/engineering 
disciplines.

Warren Features 

a curriculum plan that ensures fl exible choices to • 
identify your abilities and interests 
an honors program for students with a broad  • 
range of interests and a history of outstanding 
scholastic achievement
the Warren College Writing Center is designed to • 
help you become a more confi dent and  
skilled writer
an academic advising offi  ce to serve your • 
educational needs by assisting you with your 
academic requirements and questions
a student aff airs offi  ce that provides co-curricular • 
opportunities to complement the classroom 
experience
opportunities to participate in academic • 
internships in the U.S. and abroad 
optional interdisciplinary programs in Law and • 
Society and Health Care–Social Issues

Warren prepares you for:

the intellectual rigors of graduate/professional school • 
a life of personal and academic integrity• 
diverse careers and professions• 

Student Life

academic, cultural, and social programs• 
leadership opportunities• 
multicultural enrichment programs and events• 
student government and other student organizations   • 
college television station • 
volunteer programs• 

Warren College Writing Program

A two-course sequence that is designed to: 
develop your ability to write clear and coherent • 
academic prose
off er small, intensive writing seminars with a • 
maximum of individual attention
introduce the principle of argumentation and provide • 
opportunities to develop your own arguments about 
current critical issues

Transfer and Commuter Student 

Opportunities

leadership opportunities and campus involvement • 
social, educational, and recreational events provide • 
opportunities to meet transfer students from all   
six colleges
seminars help transfer students connect with each • 
other and adjust to academic life

warren.ucsd.edu
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“Some of the classes are big, but you can’t 
think the professors aren’t accessible. I had 
a really good experience, because I always 
went to office hours, especially for math, 
which I was apprehensive about. When 
I met with the professor, I came in with a 
list of problems and he helped me with 
each one. I feel like I’ve been able to talk 
to so many professors and it’s just been an 
incredibly positive experience.”

Paola
Thurgood Marshall College
majors:   Art History/Criticism 
 Ethnic Studies
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Former Supreme Court Justice Th urgood Marshall 
championed equal educational opportunities, freedom 
of speech, and human rights. Inspired by his rich 
legacy, Th urgood Marshall College emphasizes 
scholarship for all, diligent citizenship, and the belief 
that, regardless of major, one’s role in society is an 
exciting, dynamic responsibility.

Marshall Features   

Opportunities to connect with the college, campus, and 
surrounding communities through:

Commitment to your development as a scholar • 
and citizen
Stimulating student organizations• 
Partners at Learning (PAL) – tutoring and • 
mentoring in local schools

General Education   

GE courses are engaging and fl exible, preparing you for 
any major. Combine your learning and growth through:

undergraduate research • 
study abroad• 
topical honors seminars• 
exchange programs• 
public service for credit• 
exciting internships and independent studies• 
specialized TMC minors in Public Service or • 
African American Studies 

Core Course: “Dimensions of Culture”

Diversity, Justice, Imagination. 
challenges you to excite awareness of cultural and • 
political perspectives 
prompts an interdisciplinary exploration of • 
complex and pressing issues in contemporary 
American life
ignites writing skills as you probe origins, legalities, • 
and paradoxes of social stratifi cation

Student Life  
Marshall prepares lifelong learners and engaged citizens 
through diverse social, cultural, and leadership programs:

Th urgood Marshall Student Council• 
Annual events such as Marshall Week and  • 
Cultural Celebration 
Marshall Television Station (TMTV), uniquely • 
Marshall's!
Leadership Enrichment and Advancement  • 
Program (LEAP)
“Each One Reach One” Mentors, match new and • 
ongoing students
Marshall Spirit Crew, promote pride, unity,   • 
and school spirit

Transfer and Commuter Student 

Opportunities

Transfer and Re-Entry Student group (TRES) • 
sponsors graduate/professional school panels,  
faculty-student programs, and social events
Transfer Connect and Success Program helps   • 
you make the transition to UCSD
Marshall Faculty Mentor Program for  • 
transfer students 
Commuter Board hosts “rest stops,” socials, and • 
Commuter Appreciation Week
Commuter Lounge, Th urgood Marshall Activity • 
Center, and Fireside Lounge

Our students’ cultural richness and 
diversity take center stage in a day-
long festival of international foods, 
live music, arts and crafts, children’s 
activities, international bazaar, and 
dance performances from all around 

the world. Marshall College has hosted its Annual Cultural 
Celebration for campus visitors to enjoy for 30+ years. 

Our stu
diversity 
long fes
live mus
activities
dance pe

the world. Marshall College h
Celebration for campus visitor

developing the scholar and citizen
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Marshall Freshman

GE Requirements

Marshall Transfer

GE Requirements

(to be completed after transfer)
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Quarter Courses

3
Dimensions of Culture: Diversity, Justice, Imagination.
core courses include 2 quarters of intensive instruction in university-level 
writing 

2 Humanities

1 Fine Art

3
Natural Sciences  one course each in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics; 
courses available for science majors and non-science majors

2
Mathematics, Statistics or Logic  
courses available for science majors and non-science majors

4
Disciplinary Breadth  must be noncontiguous to major fi eld of study; 
2 courses must be upper-division

Minor  optional

IGETC 
accepted as full completion of lower-division GE requirements if certifi ed by your • 
community college

TAG 
Full completion of IGETC, as certifi ed by your community college, is required. • 

UCSD Articulation Breadth Agreement 
Complete 2 six-unit lower-division courses from Dimensions of Culture sequence • 
after transfer.
Course-by-course articulation; some lower-division courses may be required  • 
after transfer.
With careful planning, you can complete most lower-division general  • 
education courses.

To be completed after transfer
Minimum of 60 upper-division units, including 2 four-unit upper-division • 
courses noncontiguous to major.

marshall.ucsd.edu
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Muir Freshman

GE Requirements

Muir Transfer

GE Requirements

(to be completed after transfer)
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Quarter Courses

2 Writing 

3 Social Sciences  a three-course sequence

3

Mathematics or Natural Science (including an interdisciplinary 
Environmental Studies option) 
a three-course sequence in either category – specifi c sequences available for 
non-science majors

6
Humanities – Fine Arts – Foreign Language
a three-course sequence in either category

Minor  optional

IGETC 
accepted as full completion of lower-division GE requirements if certifi ed by your • 
community college
minimum of 18 four-unit upper division courses, which may include upper-division • 
major requirements
1 U.S. cultural diversity course which may be completed before or after transfer• 
1 writing course: Muir 125 or Muir 50• 

TAG 
Full completion of IGETC, as certifi ed by your community college, is required. • 

UCSD Articulation Breadth Agreement 
two courses:  Muir Writing 40 and 50 (lower-division)• 
same as IGETC upper-division requirements• 
1 U.S. cultural diversity course, which may be completed before or after transfer • 
Course-by-course articulation; some lower-division courses may be required.• 
With careful planning, you can complete all GE requirements prior to transfer.• 

celebrating the independent spirit
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“When I didn’t get into my first choice 
school, I visited UC San Diego and really 
liked the campus—I mostly liked that it 
wasn’t urban because I thought that 
would be too distracting. The quality of the 
bioengineering program was a big factor 
too, and when I first got here, I bought into 
that reputation for being overly serious— 
assumed it was all science and engineering. 
Wrong! There’s so much more going on 
here! I’m really enjoying my decision.”

Bijan
John Muir College
major:  Bioengineering O

H
N

 M
U

I
R

 C
O

L
L

E
G

E
JIndividual choice, personal responsibility, and active 

participation in college, campus, and community 
life defi ne the college’s educational philosophy and 
general education requirements. Named after the 
renowned conservationist John Muir and guided by 
his remarkable life, Muir College is deeply committed 
to supporting its students as they explore diverse 
interests and develop into thoughtful, self-directed 
adults. 

Muir Features 

Promoting active participation in independent learning, 
the general education curriculum provides:

a framework of four diff erent areas of knowledge • 
and two analytical writing courses to assure a 
broad-based liberal arts education
year-long sequences in each area of knowledge to • 
assure depth of learning
high degree of individual choice• 
substantive personal advising to support informed • 
decision-making 
encouragement to participate in academic • 
enrichment programs including study abroad and 
the Dartmouth College exchange 

Student Life  

Muir College is known for its vibrant student-life 
environment. More than 30 organizations thrive, owing 
to our students’ enthusiastic involvement in groups 
such as:

Muir College Council Muir Volunteer Program

Muir Television Muir Eventual Doctors

Muir Th eatre Troupe Muir Musical Ensemble

Weekends at Muir Muir Environmental Corps

Muir Interdisciplinary Major and 

Minors

As part of its commitment to fostering interdisciplinary 
teaching and research, Muir College is home to 
the Critical Gender Studies major and minor, the 
Environmental Studies minor, and Film Studies minor.

The Muir Writing Program off ers a 
2-course analytical writing sequence which prepares 
students for university-level writing across majors, with: 

emphasis on critical analysis• 
individual conferences with instructors• 
small-group workshops• 
small classes (15 students)• 

Transfer and commuter student 

Opportunities

Transfer Students are valued members of Muir College 
and receive a wide range of support through:

Transfer Mentorship Program• 
Transfer Connect and Success Program• 
Tribe of Muir Transfers• 
All-Campus Transfer Association (ACTA)• 
Muir Commuter Council• 

Th e College’s iconic, modernist 
buildings – represented by the 
twin residence halls, Tenaya and 
Tioga – are the focus of a recent 
grant from the Getty Foundation 
to document the architectural 
history of Muir College. In keeping 

with Muir’s theme of environmental 
sustainability, a plan is being developed to help with 
long-term management of the College’s complex of 
architecturally distinctive buildings.

Th e Col
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“I wanted a little bit of everything from my 
college, not just GEs in one subject. I wanted 
to be challenged. I like the variety, and I 
like the writing, as much as I like playing 
basketball for three years. Athletics demands 
a lot of energy and time, but I feel like while 
you’re in college, you can’t just study. You 
have to commit yourself to an activity that 
means something to you.”

Henry
Revelle College
major:  Political Science 
minor:  Economics
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UC San Diego’s fi rst college honors Dr. Roger 
Revelle, founder of UC San Diego. A recipient of the 
President’s Medal of Science, he was best known for 
his prediction of the Greenhouse Eff ect. 

Revelle Features 

Th e Revelle curriculum features a well-structured liberal 
arts education. Every student takes courses in the 
humanities, fi ne arts, social sciences, a foreign language, 
calculus, and science.

The curriculum develops essential 

skills, such as learning...

to write eff ectively• 
to use the languages of science and mathematics• 
about our culture and social structures• 
how to acquire information and to ask  • 
discerning questions

Opportunities include:

Emerging Leaders Program• 
One-on-One Mentoring Program• 
student organizations—more than 15• 
popular events such as the Talent Show, Car • 
Show on the Plaza, and UC San Diego’s oldest 
tradition—the Watermelon Drop

Core Sequence 

Th e Humanities program is a fi ve-course interdisciplinary 
sequence on western history, literature, and philosophy. 
Th e program integrates writing instruction with the 
course material. 

Student Life 

Revelle provides numerous opportunities to be active 
at UC San Diego through programs and events that 
develop leadership skills and life skills essential for 
success beyond college:

Internships within the Revelle administration• 
College Council and College Assembly• 
Community Outreach and Cultural   • 
Awareness Network
Ambassadors for Welcome Week and Admit Day• 
Orientation Leaders and assistants, and  • 
Resident Advisors

Transfer and Commuter Student 

Opportunities 

Special programs smooth the transition to 
UC San Diego:

individual online advising by college and  • 
major advisors
on-campus orientation• 
Revelle Transfer Student Network• 
Revelle Commuter Activities Board• 
All-Campus Transfer Association• 

UC Diego’s fi rst college was named 
after oceanographer Roger Revelle, 
who accomplished enough during 
his eighty-two years to distinguish 
several lifetimes. Th e 6’4” Revelle 
was often referred to as a “scientifi c 
giant,” literally and fi guratively. He 

received many honors, but always considered his greatest 
achievement to be the creation of UC San Diego.
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Revelle Freshman

GE Requirements

Revelle Transfer

GE Requirements

(to be completed after transfer)

Quarter Courses

5
Humanities  (fi ve-course sequence)  includes intensive instruction in 
university-level writing 

3 Calculus

5
Natural Science  includes Physics, Chemistry, and Biology; 
separate sequences available for science majors and for arts, humanities, 
and social science majors

1 American Cultures

2 Social Science

1 Fine Arts

0-4
Foreign Language  can be met by profi ciency exam (in certain 
languages) or coursework

3
Area of Focus  three courses in one department, noncontiguous to your 
major

Students who follow IGETC are welcome. You must meet some specifi c Revelle requirements, 
because IGETC does not fulfi ll all of the college’s lower-division GE requirements.

In addition to meeting TAG or UCSD Articulation Breadth Agreement requirements, 
you must:

pass UCSD language profi ciency exam or complete 3rd semester/4th quarter at • 
community college to complete lower-division requirements;
take two semester courses noncontiguous to your major prior to transfer, or    • 
three quarter courses noncontiguous to major after transfer, to satisfy the    
Area of Focus requirement.

TAG or IGETC certifi cation exempts students from the Humanities, American Cultures, 
Social Science, Fine Arts, and Area of Focus Requirements. Students must complete all other 
general education requirements on a course-by course basis. Th is includes passing the UCSD 
language profi ciency exam or completing the 3rd semester/4th quarter at a community college. 
Please see the Revelle College website for details on general education requirements. 

UCSD Articulation Breadth Agreement 
With careful planning, you can complete all GE requirements prior to transfer.

revelle.ucsd.edu
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Invisible Classroom Walls

Global Seminars 

Spend fi ve weeks of your summer abroad—two courses earn 
8 academic credits. Taught in English by UC San Diego 
faculty members, some courses satisfy core GE requirements. 

Choose from a dozen countries and subjects, including:
Climate Observations•  – Nova Scotia, Canada
Mathematical and Engineering Concepts in Classical • 
Architecture – Rome, Italy
Paris in Literature, Film, & Art • – Paris, France
Public Health in Refugee Populations•  – Amman, Jordan

More options for Athens, Budapest, Cádiz, Istanbul, Madrid, 
Oxford, Venice. Details on the Global Seminars website.     
icenter.ucsd.edu/pao/GSHome.html
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Dare to dream   
Study Abroad Programs send more than 1,000 students each year to 35 countries in 
Africa, Europe, South America, and all across the Pacifi c Rim.   pao.ucsd.edu

22% of UC San Diego undergraduates participate in a study-abroad • 
experience by the time they graduate (the national average is 3%)
$500,000 in study-abroad scholarship funding is given annually• 

Change your view   
Change places with a student from an east-coast college for one quarter. Our 
exchange programs—with Dartmouth College in New Hampshire, and Morehouse 
College or Spelman College in Atlanta, Georgia—are open to all UC San Diego 
undergraduates, and off er a signifi cantly diff erent social and educational experience.   
muir.ucsd.edu/academics/acadoppor.shtml

Make it happen  
In the library, in the laboratory, or out in the fi eld, research is an important 
component of most majors and minors, as well as honors programs and graduate-
school preparation. You’ll fi nd dozens of opportunities throughout the campus.
aep.ucsd.edu

Make a difference   
Do you believe you can advance social-justice goals through your actions? Alternative 
Breaks @ UCSD are service and learning trips that educate, assist, and empower—
and can impact hundreds of lives, including your own. International destinations in 
Costa Rica, Peru, Tanzania, and Ghana; U.S. locations focus on hurricane relief or 
work with Native Americans.   solo.ucsd.edu [events]

UC San Diego is 18th in the country among large universities for placing alumni in 
Peace Corps service—more than 550 volunteers since 2002.   career.ucsd.edu

Maximum impact   
Choose to research abroad with Pacifi c Rim Undergraduate Experiences (PRIME) 
and you’ll live and work all summer at host sites in Japan, Taiwan, China,   
or Australia.    prime.ucsd.edu

Academic internships   
Take the opportunity to learn outside the classroom while earning academic credit. 
Explore career interests in local government, law, high-tech, and non-profi t arenas; or 
try an internship in Sacramento, Washington DC, Sydney, or London.
aip.ucsd.edu 

Get involved

Take a break and discover the world of possibilities in every corner of your own campus:
visit the • Farmer’s Market every Tuesday in Town Square
unwind at • Th e Loft  and enjoy music and spoken-word performances
get in touch with your inner artist at the • Crafts Center
celebrate•  at Winterfest, cultural exhibitions, and the Sun God Festival

Bond for life with “the Greeks”—21 fraternity and sorority connections off er cultural, 
pre-professional, community-service, and social groups to make friends.

Choose among 400+ student organizations  (cultural, service, social, recreational, 
academic, political, religious) at the Center for Student Involvement.

“I’d wanted to study abroad since I was 10 
years old. When I was choosing a college, 
the program here is so well known, it was 
an easy choice. I went to France 
for one quarter and took classes 
in Gothic architecture, theatre 
history, geography, music 
theory, and history of 
cinema. And when I got 
back, I created my own 
minor, called French Studies. 
It’s amazing!”

Sherilyn
Eleanor Roosevelt College
major:  International Studies – Economics
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“My parents’ experiences as refugees 
and our involvement with Amnesty 
International really shaped who I 
am. That’s why I’m a poli-sci major, 
because politics is in every realm 
of life. I want to know how we 
as citizens can use our power to 
influence government. I’m all about 
making a difference, and in order to 
do that, you have to know what’s 
going on.”

Sarah
Eleanor Roosevelt College
major:  Political Science

“I’m really focused on finishing my 
degree. Serving 8 years in the U.S. 
military, you come away with the ability 
to do everything, or do nothing— I want 
to take what I learned in the Marine 
Corps about leadership and finding 
creative solutions, put it together with 
what I’m learning in my courses here, 
and apply it in grad school. Making an 
impact on educational systems is where I 
can really contribute.”

Justice
Thurgood Marshall College
major:  Urban Studies & Planning 
minor:  Public Service
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Student organizations are at the heart of social, cultural, 
and political issues relevant to our campus community 
and the larger world view. 

Black Student Union and Movimiento Estudiantil 
Chicana y Chicano de Aztlán (M.E.Ch.A.) have both 
been active on campus for 35 years. 

Muslim Students Association, Asian and Pacifi c 
Islander Student Alliance, UCSD Chicano/Latino 
Concilio, National Society of Black Engineers, 
Chicano/Latinos for Community Medicine—just a 
few of the ways to get together, get involved, and make 
an impact. 

Annual celebrations highlight our diverse campus 
population: Asian American and Pacifi c Islander 
Heritage Month, Black History Month, California 
Native American Days, César Chávez Month, and 
International Education Week, are among many events. 

Explore our community centers by way of their websites 
—or better yet, stop by and meet people!

One of the largest and most active • Lesbian Gay 
Bisexual Transgender (LGBT) Resource Centers 
at any university in the country:     

 lgbt.ucsd.edu

Resources, programs, and classes on gender and • 
family issues at the Women’s Center, for women 
and men:      women.ucsd.edu 

A great place to get involved is the • Cross-
Cultural Center—relax, work for social change, 
make friends, just be you. All students, staff , and 
faculty are welcome to visit or to fi nd   
a home.     ccc.ucsd.edu



“You get a close-knit group of friends 
in your college. But your classes are all 
over the campus, so you’re meeting 
people from everywhere. And the 
campus is enormous but it’s got 
everything—it’s beautiful. You know, 
everywhere you walk, it’s just amazing. 
Literally anything that you can think 
of, there’s probably something related 
going on somewhere on campus. And 
you could find a way to get involved 
with it.”

Joe
Earl Warren College
major:  Molecular Biology

Sustainability 2.0

Everywhere you look on campus, UC San Diego’s dedication to sustainability is 
evident. We focus our considerable interdisciplinary resources on the major issue 
of our time through Environment and Sustainability Initiatives. For the second 
year in a row, UC San Diego’s commitment to campus forestry management and 
environmental stewardship has merited a Tree Campus USA University award. For 
the past four years, on-campus groups from the San Diego Supercomputer Center 
to the Rady School of Management to Scripps Institution of Oceanography have 
been working with the traditional disciplines of engineering, biology, health, social 

sciences, and the humanities to positively 
impact the environment on campus,  
and beyond.

How big an impact? Th e far-reaching 
energy program will produce 29 million 
kilowatt hours per year—enough to power 
4,500 homes. Our innovative programs are 
leading the way across the nation, including 
using native plants for drought-resistant 
landscaping and a collaboration with UC 
Davis to share solar energy. 

Students, faculty, and staff  are also fully 
engaged and fi nd practical approaches to 
the reduce/reuse/recycle slogan. Colleges 
run energy-saving competitions. Housing & 
Dining hosts the Major Planet website with 
events, FAQs about what can and can’t be 
recycled, and ways you can help. 
hdh.ucsd.edu/majorplanet
 

With more than 200 seminars, workshops, and courses related to sustainability 
off ered at UC San Diego each year, you can fi nd one to fi t your interests and 
impact our local community, infl uence nations, and extend your global reach for 
your own generation—and the next.   
sustain.ucsd.edu

Student interns in the Green Campus • 
Program won an award for helping reduce 
consumption of water, paper, and power.
Th e Greenline shuttle is testing fuel • 
blends of up to 99% soy biodiesel.
A state-of-the-art cogeneration plant • 
supplies nearly 85% of the electricity  
on campus.
Th e GreenLight project has made a • 
40% reduction in the energy needed by 
scientifi c computing systems.
New buildings are designed with sun • 
shading and constructed with elements 
made from recycled plastic bags and 
recycled glass. 
Our solar energy program off sets 10,500 • 
tons of carbon emissions—the equivalent 
of taking 1,500 cars off  the road each 
year—and that’s just the beginning.
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UCSD Triton teams have won UCSD Triton teams have won 
29 national championships.  29 national championships.  

Teams consistently outperform Teams consistently outperform 
expectations at the national expectations at the national 
level and they level and they 

have fun. You have fun. You 
can too! can too! 

Cheer on Cheer on 
the teams the teams 
with the with the 

Pep Band and Pep Band and 
King Triton King Triton 
– join the – join the 

Triton Tide Triton Tide 
spirit club!spirit club!

ucsdtritons.com

Athletics and Recreation

On-campus facilities include RIMAC Arena, our state-of-the-art recreational and concert complex, 
with two gymnasiums, track and fi eld complex, weight room, racquetball courts, playing fi elds, a 
wellness center, and studios for classes. All across campus you’ll fi nd courts for playing basketball, sand 
volleyball, or tennis, plus swimming pools; the Main Gym near the center of campus has more courts 
and weight rooms.

Sixty percent of students are into recreation—no matter the level of expertise—from relaxing classes 
to competitive club sports to just-for-fun intramural games. Water skiing, equestrian sports, hip-hop 
dancing, and indoor rock climbing are just a few of the options.

San Diego’s climate invites you to explore outback adventures and water sports all year—with the 
beach only a few blocks from campus and the mountains just a short drive away.

Students from all six colleges get together as UC San Diego shows its spirit, supporting our teams of 
student-athletes. We off er an extensive competitive intercollegiate athletics program at the NCAA 
Division II level, sponsoring 23 sports for men and women in:

Basketball Soccer Volleyball
Crew Swimming & Diving Water Polo
Cross Country Tennis Softball (W)
Fencing Track & Field Baseball & Golf (M)

“I did track the first two years and soccer the whole 
time. I liked that I got to know people all over campus 
through my team. I also got to meet people who 
weren’t on my soccer team. It was a good balance, 
finding a lot of athletes who are bioengineers or 
studying all sorts of things. You have to prioritize and 
really keep focused and be able to multitask—that’s 
the biggest lesson that athletics is teaching me.”

Kathy
John Muir College
majors:   Biological Anthropology 
 Communication
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Location!  A picture-perfect Mediterranean-style climate and a short stroll to the beach 
make the UC San Diego campus one of the most spectacular in the country. 

Location!  Th e campus is within walking and biking distance of La Jolla Cove and Black’s 
Beach—great spots for surfi ng, snorkeling, or even studying. Nearby is downtown La Jolla, 
where you can indulge in fi ne dining, theatre, comedy clubs, music, and the Museum of 
Contemporary Art. Th e communities of Del Mar and Solana Beach with art galleries and 
fun places to explore are just north of campus, a short train ride away. 

Location!  You’re only 12 miles from the heart of San Diego—California’s second-largest 
city—so there’s always something to do in our corner of the world. You’ll fi nd marathons to 
Mardi Gras to museums... and sports, theatre, concerts, and dance clubs. High-adrenaline 
activities balance the relaxed atmosphere from the ocean to the desert, from the international 
border to the mountains.

Campus Maps   maps.ucsd.edu

Picture yourself here at UC San Diego on a student-
led walking tour. 
Monday through Saturday at 11:00AM. 
An information session at the Student Services 
Center follows the tour, for prospective students 
and families. 
Explore more by spending the day  on campus. 
Details directions, tour reservations at 
admissions.ucsd.edu/tours

Explore



26

“As an undeclared major, I took this 
workshop called Got Major? What I 
learned from it was that a major doesn’t 
necessarily lead to a job. A lot of the time 
it’s what kind of work experience you get in 
college, because that can help lead you to 
your eventual career. So I realized I wanted 
to work with people, and with psych there 
are so many intriguing options.”

Kamini
Thurgood Marshall College
major:  Psychology

Need a job to help pay for college 
or to gain work experience? 
Th e Career Services Center has 
hundreds of listings for part-time 
student jobs, internships, and 
work-study opportunities.

Dining Services
Our dining halls and markets off er 
cage-free eggs, fair-trade coff ee, tea and 
sugar, organic food, and locally grown 
fruits and vegetables, as well as kosher 
and vegetarian options. Th ere are also 
non-resident dining plans, and special 
theme dinners during the year. 
hdh.ucsd.edu/diningservices 

Moving Out   

Commuter Student Services gives you 
rental listings, an online forum for 
roommate matches, work-exchange 
situations, advice on tenant rights—plus 
commuting, parking, and rideshare 
information.     
off campushousing.ucsd.edu

Moving On  

From self-assessments to job fairs, 
career panels to graduate school 
information, the Career Services Center 
helps students prepare for success after 
graduation. Use the Center’s job listings 
as a resource for networking, résumé 
writing, and interviewing.
career.ucsd.edu

Transfer Student Services 

Support systems just for transfer 
students—including those who are 
parents, veterans, and international 
students. Study-abroad programs, 
academic internships, research 
opportunities, and assistance from other 
support services are available to all 
students, including transfer students.
prospective.ucsd.edu/go/transfer

ACTA  

(All-Campus Transfer 
Association) 
transfer.ucsd.edu

Student Veteran 

Organization  (SVO) 
UCSD student Veterans on 
Facebook

On-Campus Housing 

Th e Village at Torrey Pines is open! 
Apartments, dining, a satellite bookstore 
and coff ee shop, conference facilities, 
laundry... and the campus shuttle 
stops right out front. hdh.ucsd.edu/
thevillage has virtual tours.

Housing, Dining, Working, Support Transfer and Commuter 

Student Services

Available through each of the six 
colleges. Check your college’s website to 
learn more: 

invitations to socialize and make • 
new friends
relaxing/studying places—• 
Commuter Lounges are in each 
college and everywhere throughout 
the Student Centers
leadership opportunities • 
within your college
mentor programs match • 
up incoming transfer 
students with current 
transfers—you’re 
not alone!

OASIS 

(Offi  ce of Academic 
Support and Instructional 
Services)
Specially trained tutors 
and peer mentors 
provide students 
with academic 
support in foreign 
languages, English, 
math, and science.   
oasis.ucsd.edu 

Moving In 

When you live on campus, you’re part 
of a small and diverse neighborhood of 
new friends and study partners—92% 
of freshmen live on campus, and fall 
freshmen who meet deadline requirements 
are guaranteed two years of housing. 
Transfer students have housing at Th e 
Village at Torrey Pines—brand new!

Living off -campus, you still have a 
home in your college, with social events, 
commuter lounges, and advising. 

Housing Services   
Each bedroom or suite has computer 
connections, wiring for telephones, and 

cable TV with HBO. Find fl oor 
plans, what to bring, dates,  

and deadlines.
hdh.ucsd.edu/housing
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Get the FAFSA at your school in 
December or at  fafsa.ed.gov  and 
submit it between January 2 and 
March 2, 2010 to be considered 
for UC San Diego awards.

Office for Students 

with Disabilities

Services, resources, and advocates 
provide assistance for your special 
needs.  osd.ucsd.edu

Safety and Emergency 

Preparedness 

On a campus the size 
of a small town, you 
would expect to 
fi nd comprehensive 

emergency 
preparedness plans 

in place—UC 
San Diego has a 
reverse 911-
phone system, 
emergency blue-
light call boxes 
on campus, 
an emergency 
text messaging 
system for all 
members of 
the campus 
community, and 
its own Police 
Department.
blink.ucsd.
edu/go/

emergencyprep

Costs and Financial Aid

Th e mission of the Financial Aid Offi  ce 
is to ensure all admitted students 
can attend, regardless of fi nancial 
circumstances. Approximately half the 
students at UC San Diego are awarded 
some form of fi nancial aid. Detailed 
explanations about the types of fi nancial 
aid available online.   fao.ucsd.edu

Scholarships   
 Th e UC application is also your 

application for scholarship awards 
Grants    
 Federal, state, & university programs; 

based on fi nancial need
Loans    
 Subsidized (based on fi nancial need) 

and unsubsidized
Work-Study   
 Jobs for those with fi nancial need

Estimated Expenses for Undergraduate Residents 

of California  

Living University 

 with parents Housing Off  Campus

Resident fees $       8,816 $      8,816 $     8,816
Room & board 4,277 11,093 9,971
Books & supplies 1,560 1,560 1,560
Transportation 1,946 1,089 2,082
Personal expenses 1,893 1,526 1,655
Health insurance 846 846 846
_______________________________________________________________

TOTAL: $ 19,338 $ 24,930 $ 24,930

Mandatory Orientation fees         

$140 (entering freshmen)     $55 (entering transfers)

Non-California residents add $22,021 tuition and $648 educational 

fee to basic budget total above.  

*Other than resident fees and out-of-state tuition, costs are averages 

that will vary with circumstances. 

Important: All estimated budgets are subject to change.

7
th best, nationally – Best Value for a Public Education 

 — Th e Princeton Review, 2009

10
th best, nationally – 

“First-Class Education at 
Bargain Prices”
— Kiplinger’s Personal Finance

“I really felt that the suite system in the res halls 
made more of an instant community to live in. My 
roommate and another of our suite mates, we’re 
all a little different – their majors are 
math and poli sci. We’re still best 
friends and still live together now, 
off campus.”

Travis 
Revelle College
major: International Studies – Economics
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UC Application

universityofcalifornia.edu/apply

Application filing period

November 1-30

Minimum Admission 

Requirements

UC “a-g” courses:  Complete with at least  a 
“C” in each course:
 a. History/Social Science – 2 years
 b. English – 4 years
 c.  Mathematics – 3 years  (4 

 recommended)
 d. Laboratory Science – 2 years (3 
  recommended)
 e. Language other than English – 

 2 years of same language (3 
 recommended)

 f. Visual & Performing Arts – 1 year
 g. College Preparatory Electives – 1 year

GPA

Based on “a-g” courses in 10th & • 
11th grades
California residents with 3.00 • 
or above (nonresidents with 3.4 
or above) must meet minimum 
scholarship requirement with 
correlating scores on the UC 
Eligibility Index.

Exam Requirements 

ACT Assessment plus Writing (scores • 
must be from same sitting); OR  
SAT Reasoning Test with critical • 
reading, math, and writing; 
AND 
2 SAT Subject Tests in 2 diff erent • 
areas: history/social science, literature, 
math (Level 2 only), science, or 
language other than English 
tests must be taken by the end of • 
December of the senior year

Selection Criteria   

Admission to UC San Diego is very 
competitive—you must exceed minimum 
requirements. All UC-eligible applicants 
receive a comprehensive review which 
considers a combination of academic, 
personal, and achievement factors, some of 
which are: 

uncapped weighted GPA (can include • 
a maximum of 8 AP/IB, Honors, or 
UC-transferable courses)
exam scores• 
“a-g” courses beyond minimum• 
educational environment, low family • 
income, fi rst-generation college 
attendance
leadership, special talents/• 
achievements/awards
volunteer/community service• 
education preparation programs• 
special circumstances and/or personal • 
challenges 
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47,037 the number of applications 
for Fall 2009 admission – 38% were 
admitted.

4.08 the mean grade point average for 
admitted freshmen

more details on the UC San Diego 
Admissions websites
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Exceptional students from 
across the United States and 
from around the world are 
encouraged to apply.

Th ose with the highest level of 
achievement will be admitted in 
suffi  cient numbers to meet UC San 
Diego’s enrollment goals. 

admissions.ucsd.edu
internationaladmissions.ucsd.edu
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“I did the TAG program and 
even though I applied to other 
schools, UC San Diego was the 
one I wanted. I had no idea 
what it would be like coming 
to a bigger university and 
dealing with world-renowned 
professors, but it’s different from 
my expectations. I found out 
so much more about my major 
when I started taking upper-
division classes, and it opened 
up a lot of opportunities for my 
college career.”

Christel
Sixth College
major:  Cognitive Science
minor:  Psychology

Minimum UC Eligibility 

Requirements

1. Minimum 60 UC-transferable 
semester (90 quarter) units, 
completed by end of spring term 
prior to fall admission

2. Competitive GPA in UC-
transferable courses and good 
academic standing

3. Meet UC eligibility by:
 a) clearing all UC “a-g” subject 

requirements with high school and 
college courses, earning at least a 
“C”;   OR

 b) completing these UC-transferable 
college courses:  ** 

2 English composition• 
1 mathematical concepts & • 
quantitative reasoning; and 
4 from at least two of the • 
following: 
arts & humanities, social & 
behavioral sciences, physical & 
biological sciences

** 3 semester (4-5 quarter) units each, 
completed by end of spring term prior 
to fall admission

California Community 

College (CCC) applicants

enrolled at one or more CCCs for at • 
least 2 regular terms *
last college before UC San Diego • 
admission is a CCC * 
completed at least 30 semester (45 • 
quarter) UC-transferable units
articulation agreements with California • 
community colleges at assist.org

*  excludes summer sessions

Community College 

Transfer Preparation 

Programs

Details on the Admissions webpages: 
Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG)• 
UniversityLink• 
Intersegmental General Education • 
Transfer Curriculum  (IGETC)   

To ensure timely graduation, completion 
of lower-division GEs as well as major-
preparation courses before transferring is 
strongly recommended.
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11,519 the number of applications for 
2009-10 admission – 59% were admitted.

3.50 the mean grade point average for 
admitted transfer students

More than 90% of  transfers are California 
community college students.

Transfer applicants are those w
ho have graduated from

 high school and 
enrolled in a regular session at a regionally accredited college or university.
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Exceptional students from 
across the United States and 
from around the world are 
encouraged to apply.

more details on the UC San Diego 
Admissions websites

admissions.ucsd.edu
internationaladmissions.ucsd.edu

UC Application

universityofcalifornia.edu/apply

Application filing period

November 1-30
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catalog.ucsd.edu

EARTH SCIENCES
Earth Sciences/Geochemistry  ........................B.S.
Earth Sciences/Geology .................................B.S.
Earth Sciences/Geophysics  ............................B.S. 

ECONOMICS
Economics .................................................... B.A.
Management Science..................................... B.S.
Economics—Mathematics  ........................... B.A.

EDUCATION or EDUCATION 
STUDIES 
[see UC San Diego General Catalog, p. 11]

ELECTRICAL AND COMPUTER 
ENGINEERING (ECE)
Computer Engineering   ................................B.S.
Electrical Engineering  ...................................B.S.
Engineering Physics  ......................................B.S.
Electrical Engineering and Society ................ B.A.

ENGINEERING  [see BE, CSE, ECE, MAE, 
NE, and SE]

ENGLISH  [see Literature]

ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS
Earth Sciences  ...............................................B.S.
Ecology, Behavior, and Evolution  .................B.S.
Environmental Chemistry  .............................B.S.
Environmental Policy  .................................. B.A.

ETHNIC STUDIES ................................ B.A.

HISTORY .................................................. B.A.

LINGUISTICS 
Cognition and Language  .............................. B.A.
Language and Society  .................................. B.A.
Language Studies  ......................................... B.A.
Linguistics  ................................................... B.A.

LITERATURE
French Literature  ......................................... B.A.
German Literature  ....................................... B.A.
Italian Literature  .......................................... B.A.
Literature/Composite ................................... B.A.
Literature/Cultural Studies  .......................... B.A. 
Literatures in English ...................................  B.A.

Literature/Writing ........................................ B.A.
Literatures of the World ................................ B.A.
Russian Literature  ........................................ B.A.
Spanish/Latin American Literature  .............. B.A.
 

MATHEMATICS
Applied Mathematics  ................................... B.A.
Mathematics  ................................................ B.A.
Mathematics—Computer Science  ................ B.A.
Mathematics—Applied Science  .................... B.A.
Mathematics—Economics  ........................... B.A.
Mathematics—Secondary Education ...........  B.A.
Mathematics—Scientifi c Computation  .........B.S.
Probability and Statistics  ..............................B.S.

MECHANICAL AND AEROSPACE 
ENGINEERING (MAE)
Aerospace Engineering *   ..............................B.S.
Engineering Science  ......................................B.S.
Environmental Engineering   .........................B.S.
Mechanical Engineering  * .............................B.S.
 
MUSIC ....................................................... B.A.
Interdisciplinary Computing 
 and the Arts  ............................................. B.A.
Music ............................................................ B.A. 
Music/Humanities ........................................ B.A.

NANOENGINEERING (NE) 
Chemical Engineering   ..................................B.S. 

PHILOSOPHY ........................................ B.A.

PHYSICS
General Physics ............................................  B.A.
General Physics/Secondary Education  ......... B.A.
Physics  ..........................................................B.S.
Physics/Biophysics  ........................................B.S.
Physics/Computational Physics  ....................B.S.
Physics/Earth Sciences  ..................................B.S.
Physics/Materials Physics  .............................B.S.
Physics/Astrophysics  .....................................B.S.

POLITICAL SCIENCE ......................... B.A.

PRELAW  [see UC  San Diego General 
Catalog, p. 11]

PREMEDICAL  [see UC San Diego General 
Catalog, p. 11]

PSYCHOLOGY ................................B.A./B.S.

SOCIOLOGY ........................................... B.A.

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING (SE) 
Engineering Sciences  .....................................B.S.
Structural Engineering  ..................................B.S.

THEATRE
Dance  ........................................................... B.A.
Th eatre  ........................................................  B.A.
Th eatre and Dance  ....................................... B.A.

VISUAL ARTS
Art History/Th eory/Criticism  ...................... B.A.
Interdisciplinary Computing and the Arts  ... B.A.
Media  ........................................................... B.A.
Studio  .......................................................... B.A.

INTERDISCIPLINARY MAJORS
Chinese Studies  ............................................ B.A.
Classical Studies  ........................................... B.A.
College Special Individual Majors ................ B.A.
Critical Gender Studies  ................................ B.A.
German Studies  ............................................ B.A.
Human Development  ................................... B.A.
International Studies  .................................... B.A.
 Anthropology, Economics, History
 Linguistics, Literature, Political Science
 Sociology
Italian Studies  .............................................. B.A.
Japanese Studies  ........................................... B.A.
Judaic Studies  .............................................. B.A.
Latin American Studies  ................................ B.A.
Religion, Studies in  ...................................... B.A.
Russian and Soviet Studies  ........................... B.A.
Th ird World Studies  ..................................... B.A.
Urban Studies and Planning  ........................ B.A.

*     impacted major for freshmen
**   impacted major for freshmen and 
      transfer students

Undergraduate Majors

ANTHROPOLOGY
Anthropological /Archaeology ...................... B.A.
Anthropology /Biological Anthropology....... B.A.
Anthropology/Sociocultural Anthropology .... B.A. 

BIOENGINEERING (BE)
Bioengineering  ** ......................................... B.S.
Bioengineering: Biotechnology  ** .................B.S.
Bioengineering: Bioinformatics  ....................B.S. 

BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
Biochemistry and Cell Biology  *  ..................B.S.
Ecology, Behavior, and Evolution  *  ..............B.S.
General Biology  *  .........................................B.S.
Human Biology  *  .........................................B.S.
Microbiology  *  .............................................B.S.
Molecular Biology  *  .....................................B.S.
Physiology and Neuroscience  *  ....................B.S.

CHEMISTRY AND BIOCHEMISTRY
Biochemistry/Chemistry ................................B.S.
Bioinformatics ...............................................B.S.
Chemical Education.......................................B.S.
Chemical Physics  ..........................................B.S.
Chemistry ......................................................B.S.
Chemistry/Earth Sciences  .............................B.S.
Environmental Chemistry  .....................B.A./B.S.
Molecular Synthesis  ......................................B.S.
Pharmacological Chemistry  ..........................B.S. 

COGNITIVE SCIENCE
Cognitive Science  ..................................B.A./B.S.
Cognitive Science/Clinical Aspects 
      of Cognition  ............................................B.S.
Cognitive Science/Computation  ...................B.S.
Cognitive Science/Human Cognition  ...........B.S.
Cognitive Science/Human Computer 
      Interaction  ...............................................B.S. 
Cognitive Science/Neuroscience  ....................B.S.

COMMUNICATION ............................. B.A.

COMPUTER SCIENCE AND 
ENGINEERING (CSE)
Computer Science    ...............................B.A./B.S.
Computer Engineering   ................................B.S.
Computer Science/Bioinformatics   ...............B.S.
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The Marine Biological Association of San Diego fi nds 
a home when Ellen Browning Scripps writes a check 
for $1,000 to buy the land (present-day site of Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography). “Miss Ellen” was a 
businesswoman and journalist who–according to a 
1926 Time Magazine cover story–“taught school when 
Lincoln was a country lawyer.”

Geologist Roger Revelle, founding chairman 
of the fi rst Committee on Climate Change, 
heads the eff ort to establish a University of 
California campus in San Diego. 

First graduate students (in Physics) 
enroll at UCSD. Regents change name 
from UC La Jolla to UC San Diego.

Regents approve new medical 
school. The fi rst plan for the campus 
features a 30,000-seat bullring and a 
350-foot tower sounding ship’s bells 
every quarter hour.

Nikki de Saint Phalle’s 
Sun God becomes the 
fi rst sculpture in the 
Stuart Collection.

From Convocation in September 2010 to 
Commencement in June 2011, the focus 
will be on both the past and the future.

UC San Diego is celebrating 50 years 
with a whole year of signature events to 
honor and involve those on campus... in 
our community of San Diego... across the 
nation... and around the world.  

Th e dreams and hard work of students 
and faculty, administrative visionaries and 
families, alumni and staff  members, have 
brought us from 1960 to 2010. 
And we’re just getting started. 

Explore our legacy and picture yourself as 
a part of our future.  50th.ucsd.edu
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San Francisco Bay Area
San Diego/Imperial Counties
Other California counties
International
U.S./out of state

4% 3%

21%

43%
20%

9%

Geographic Origin

Afric
an

 Ameri
can

pe
rc

en
ta

ge

Asia
n

Cau
cas

ian
Fil

ipi
no

Lati
no

/O
the

r S
pa

nis
h

Mexi
can

 Ameri
can

Nati
ve 

Ameri
can

Othe
r/U

nd
ecl

are
d

2

44

27

5 3
10

0.5
11

50
40
30
20
10
0

Ethnic Distribution

Talk with an Admissions Officer 

We can answer your admissions questions and help in your decision-making 
process. Visit Monday – Friday, 8:30am – 4:00pm or call (858) 534-4831 or email: 
admissionsreply@ucsd.edu
transferinfo@ad.ucsd.edu 
internationalinfo@ad.ucsd.edu

Questions? 

Find answers on our Admissions website:  admissions.ucsd.edu 

More details?

Download PDFs of brochures from the Admissions website:  admissions.ucsd.edu 
then go to Quick View • videos • publications

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT: The University of California does not discriminate in any of its policies, 
procedures, or practices on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, age, or disability.  
Inquiries regarding the University’s equal opportunity policies may be directed to the campus compliance 
coordinator, (858) 534-3694. August 2010   

P L E A S E RE C YC L E

“No major American 
university has ever 
grown so remarkably 
both in quantity and 
quality at the same 
time, and in so short 
a time.

—  Clark Kerr

12th president of the 
University of California

[written for the 25th 
Anniversary, 1985]

Undergraduate Enrollment (Fall 2008)




