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Mather dedicated its new Arthur & Linda 
Calace Foundation Pavilion on September 
24, 2015 with a ribbon-cutting and reception, 
followed by tours of the new facility. The 
pavilion was completed in just under two 
years and represents a major commitment by 
the Hospital to address the current and future 
medical needs of the communities it serves. 

The new pavilion includes 3 North, a 35 
single-bedded Intermediate Care Unit caring 
for a range of patients including those having 
neurosurgery, thoracic (chest) surgery and 
vascular surgery as well as for patients requiring 
telemetry monitoring. All 3N Nurses are 
trained in critical care. 

The second floor houses offices and 

Mather Dedicates Arthur & Linda Calace Pavilion

The ribbon cutting (right) 
for the Linda & Arthur 
Calace Foundation 
Pavilion on Sept. 24 
included major donors, 
board members and 
Mather administration.

Mather President 
Kenneth Roberts 

(left) with Long 
Island Anesthesia 

Physicians in front 
of the Hospital’s 
new conference 
center, named 
in honor of the 

practice.

conference rooms for the growing Graduate 
Medical Education Program. Mather plans to 
add new residencies in radiology, psychiatry 
and other specialties in the coming years to 
address growing and changing community 
needs. 

The Long Island Anesthesia Physicians 
Conference Center (or LIAP Conference 
Center) on the first floor facilitates educational 
opportunities for future doctors and other staff 
through technology that supports distance 
learning. It also hosts hospital and community 
health seminars.

More than $5 million was raised for 
construction of the facility through a capital 
campaign.

Honoring Top 
of the Wave 
Winners
for Outstanding 
Commitment and 
Dedication to Our 
Organization

The Employee 
Engagement Team selected 
a 2015 Top of the Wave 
winner and five runners-up 
for going above and beyond 
their jobs in assisting 
patients or helping fellow 
employees.

Dakota Pfeifer from 
Transitional Care Unit 
(TCU) was named 2015 Top 
of the Wave winner for his 
outstanding commitment 
and dedication to our 
organization. Dakota 
was recognized as an 
outstanding employee 

Top of the Wave Winner Dakota 
Pfeifer (center) with runners-up 
Pauline Meek (left) and Tanya 
Fanella. All are from the TCU.
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President’s Column
As we head to the end of the year and the holiday period, I am pleased to 

report that 2015 was a good year for the hospital and our continued growth 
and innovation. After a year and a half of construction we opened our a new 
building, welcomed two more classes of medical residents, transitioned to a new 
electronic medical records system in the Emergency Department – SAM ED – 

and successfully transitioned to the new coding standard, ICD-10, just to name a few of the changes this 
year.

By now I hope you have had a chance to tour our new Arthur & Linda Calace Foundation Pavilion, 
or at the very least to attend a seminar or class in our new “Long Island Anesthesia Physicians Confer-
ence Center” (please thank our Anesthesiologists when you see them). I want to personally thank every 
member of the Mather Family and community who together contributed more than $5 million to 
support the building of this new facility.  

After years of delays, ICD-10 finally became a reality in the United States.  My thanks to Mather’s ICD-
10 Transition Committee who worked to make the transition from ICD-9 as smooth as possible.  

People
I would like to welcome the following new members of our Mather Family:
New Hospital Board Members Debra Engelhardt and William J. “Duffy” Mich, Jr.
Frank Christiano, Director of the Department of Environmental Services coming to us from St. 

Francis Hospital. 
Congratulations to Brandy Feliu, MSN, RN who was named AVP for Nursing Professional Develop-

ment; Denise Driscoll, NPP, RN, who is now Director for Inpatient Psychiatry; Kevin Koubek, who is 
now Director of Engineering, Hospital Design and Construction and oversees both Engineering and 
Hospital Construction; and Emily Emma MSN, RN who was promoted to Nurse Manager for 3 South.

Kudos also to Ted Nilsson, MS, RT, RRT, Director of Respiratory Services, who was named Respira-
tory Care Faculty Clinician of the Year by the SUNY at Stony Brook’s Health Sciences Center Alumni 
Committee.

Service
Mather is the only hospital in Suffolk County to earn four stars for patient experience from the Cen-

ters for Medicare and Medicaid (www.cms.gov, October 2015). 
Congratulations to our Voyage to Excellence Champions, who were honored at a breakfast at 

Danfords Inn. They are Phyllis Macchio, ANP, Standards of Performance; Alisha Richard, Bright Ideas; 
Alice Aug, Patient Experience; Yvette Munoz, Employee Engagement; Karen Tuzzolo, RN, Leadership 
Development; Joanne Moschello, Communication; and Adam Wos, MD, Physician Engagement.

Quality & Safety
Mather Hospital is now the only hospital in New York State to be recognized with eight consecutive 

“A” ratings from The Leapfrog Group, a national, nonprofit hospital safety watchdog. Congratulations 
to everyone for this outstanding achievement.

The Joint Commission, an independent, not-for-profit organization that accredits and certifies nearly 
21,000 healthcare organizations and programs in the United States, has recognized Mather as a Top 
Performer on Key Quality Measures for 2015. This achievement demonstrates Mather’s commitment 
to assuring that evidence-based interventions are delivered in the right way and at the right time. 
Specifically, Mather was recognized in the areas of heart attack, heart failure, pneumonia, surgical care, 
stroke and immunization.

Innovation and Growth
Thanks to everyone for all that you accomplished in 2015. We will build on those accomplishments 

in 2016 and continue to be known for the excellent patient care and safety for which we have been 
recognized. We are planning to add additional residencies, beginning with diagnostic radiology and 
psychiatry, in the near future.

I would like congratulate the entire staff for exceeding our overall patient satisfaction percentile rank-
ings goal for the third quarter of 2015. Keep up the great work you do for our patients and the commu-
nities we serve. Thank you.
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HOSPITAL
Mather was recognized for its excellent quality and patient 

safety record with The Leapfrog Group’s top “A” Hospital Safety 
Score for the eighth consecutive ratings period – the only New 
York State hospital to achieve that distinction. Mather is one of 
only 133 hospitals out of more than 2,500 ranked nationwide to 
have achieved an “A” grade in each of the twice-annual updates 
of the scores.

“Quality, safety and efficiency are primary to the culture here 
at Mather Hospital,” said Mather President Kenneth Roberts. 

The Hospital Safety Score rates how well hospitals protect 

Source: The Leapfrog Group, Washington, DC

Mather is Only NYS Hospital to Earn 8 Leapfrog A’s 

HOSPITAL
SAFETY
SCORE

SMA
SINCE 2012 

STRAIGHT A’SThe only hospital 
in New York State 

to achieve 
straight A’s!

Ella Rosenbloom, MD and Margaret 
J. Hofacker BSN, RN, CDE with ADA 

Harbor View Medical Services, PC Diabetes Education Program, developed by Margaret 
J. Hofacker BSN, RN, CDE, Program Coordinator, and overseen by Ella Rosenbloom, MD, 
has received the prestigious American Diabetes Association (ADA) Education Recognition 
Certificate for a quality diabetes self-management education program.  The Association’s 
Education Recognition Certificate assures that educational programs meet the National 
Standards for Diabetes Self-Management Education (DSME) Programs.  Education 
Recognition status is awarded for four years.  

Self-management education is an essential component of diabetes treatment.  Harbor 
View’s DSME program will add group classes in 2016.  “Group classes enable participants 
to see and feel that they are not alone with their questions, fears, struggles, and triumph,” 

Hofacker said. “It is our hope that by expanding to group classes we will be able to reach even 
more people in our community who have diabetes and still haven’t had self-management training.”  

Anyone interested in attending Harbor View’s DSME program can call 631-686-2551.   

Diabetes Education Program Receives National Recognition from ADA

patients from errors, injuries and infections. It is compiled under 
the guidance of the nation’s leading experts on patient safety 
and is administered by The Leapfrog Group, a national, nonprofit 
hospital safety watchdog. 

Mather Community Interactive Health Fair
Smith Haven Mall, Center Court
Saturday, January 30, 10 am to 5 pm
Sunday, January 31, 11 am to 4 pm
Interactive Health Fair • Free Health Screenings • Surgical Robot Demonstrations 
featuring the Navio™ high-precision partial knee replacement system and da Vinci surgical platform

Mather Hospital recently appointed Debra. L. Engelhardt and 
William J. “Duffy” Mich to its Board of Directors, Board Chairman 
Kenneth Jacoppi announced.

Engelhardt, of Wading River, is director of the Comsewogue 
Public Library in Port Jefferson Station. She is a longtime librar-
ian who has worked as library director at the Huntington, Rogers 
Memorial Library (Southampton) and Hampton Library (Bridge-
hampton) prior to her current position. Engelhardt also is past-
president of the Rotary Clubs of Port Jefferson and Southampton, 
past president of the Public Library Directors Association of 
Suffolk County and of the Suffolk County Library Association, and 
a second vice president on the board of Decision – Brookhaven 
Women in Commerce and Professions.

Mich, of Head of the Harbor, is founder and CEO of Aperio 

Two Directors Named to Hospital Board
CI, a data management 
and application delivery 
company, and Left Right 
Research, a boutique mar-
ket research firm, both in 
Ronkonkoma. He is presi-

dent of the board of Suffolk AHRC and has served on the board 
since 2000. He a member of the Ward Melville Heritage Develop-
ment Committee and has served on the Stony Brook University 
Medical Center Development Council, Stony Brook Children’s 
Hospital Task Force and Stony Brook University College Business 
Advisory Council. Mich was fundraising co-chair for Resurrec-
tion Church in Farmingville and fundraising chair for the Sachem 
School District Special Ed PTA.
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Mather’s month-long Paint Port Pink involved more than 80 business partners 
and Port Jefferson schools in a breast cancer awareness campaign.

COMMUNITY

It was One Enchanted 
Evening
Mather Hospital celebrated its 50th anniversary One 

Enchanted Evening gala in October at the Hyatt Regency 

Long Island in Hauppauge. Honored at the golden 

anniversary celebration were our 2015 Theodore Roosevelt 

Award winners and Community Honoree. Pictured are (left 

to right) TR Award winner Dinesh Shukla, MD; Mather 

Chairman Kenneth Jacoppi; TR Award winner Richard 

Savino, MD; Co-Chair and Board Member Judith Fortunato; 

Co-Chair Barney Fortunato, Jr.; TR Award winner Joanne 

Lauten, RN; and Community Honoree Jeffrey P. Rust, a 

partner at Farrell Fritz, P.C.
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NURSING

Judith Moran, DNSc, RN, NE-BC, BC, speaks 
with audience members after delivering her 
podium presentation at the 2015 Magnet 
Conference in Atlanta. 

Marie O’Brien, MSN, RN-BC, ANP-C, CCRN, 
delivers a podium presentation at the 2015 
Magnet Conference in Atlanta. Mather 
nurses had three podium presentations at the 
conference.

Karen Tuzzolo, BSN, RN, CNOR, NE-BC, Director of Surgical Services, speaks with nursing students at the 
Nursing Quality Showcase in October.

Magnet™ Conference 
2015

Holly Hannon, RN, Patty Mupo, RN, BSN, Infection Prevention Coordinator, and Marisa Bisiani DNP, ANP-
BC, Director of Infection Prevention and Employee Health Services, with their display at the Nursing Quality 
Showcase.

Sandra Brown, RN, (left), Joann Hughes, RN and Phyllis Macchio, ANP, GNP in front of their display.

Nursing Quality Showcase
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HOSPITAL

June 2015 July 2015

 Service Excellence Awards are given monthly to employees whose professionalism  and consideration have been singled out by patients and/or their families.

Kelly Abbe
Frances Abbott
Imelda Abejar
Monica Abrenica
Junielon Adame
Deanna Alban
Alexandra Alexander
Brian Alfredsen
Eric Alfredsen
Tashia Allen
Josephine Alparslan
Karim Aly
Nicole Amendola
Lisa Angadi
Carly Antone
Kathie Appel
Dr. Kanwardeep Arora
Sofia Arroyo
Catherine Audus
Alice Aug
Deborah Aureliano
Rose Faith Aurigue
Victorino B. Aurigue Jr
Kerry Baker
Daphne Baldwin Kornrich
Esther Banigo
Michael Barletta
Margaret T. Bartsch
Radmila Batinovic
Ivelisse Batista
Kim Bauman
John Becherer
Elizabeth Becker
Deany Beepat
Kristin Bello
Jacquelyn Berkman
Jessica Berkman
Rushelle Bernett
Catherine Bertuch
Dr. Mohammad Bilal
Alice E. Bilicki
Molly Bishop
Vanessa Bishop

Donna Blaskopf
Denise Bonneville
Christina Bonomo
Larissa Borruso
Carol Borsman
Nicole Bracco
Christine Brady
Kimberly Brady
Christine Brons
Sandra Brown
Susanne Bruun
Ditas Burgos
Amanda Burke
Brandon Burke
Kristen Burke
Anna Burrowes
Brianne Burton
Patricia Byrne
Melissa Caballero
Celeste Cabrera
Alisa Caliendo
Lisette Callahan
Susan Caraher
Jason Carhart
Stephanie Carr
Dr. Joseph Carruciu
John Cartabuke
Maria Cassara
Alan Castellana
Vanessa Charles
Marie Charlot
Laura Chesnowitz
Christina Chiarelli
Erica Chiarelli
Maria Choez
Ketlie Chrispin
Jennifer L. Christofor
Christine Cirolli
Victoria Claire
Frank Clarke
Craig Clavin
Dianne Collazo
Michelle Collins

Teresa Collins
Scot Colton
Jennifer Condlin
Brian Connelly
Katlyn Conville
Lauren Coppola
Christina Corbett
Stephanie Cordes
Patricia Cordle
Corinne Craig
Vincent Crane
Tara Crennan
Stephanie Crispino
Heather Cromer
Christina Cubano 
Maria Cuison
John Cullen
Noreen Cullen
Sandra Cullen
Christine Cullon
Sheila Curry
Michael Daley
Richard Daly
Ruggerio D’Amalio
Dawn Marie D’Amico
Jean Damm
Patricia Danowski
Marissa Dearborn
Christine Debernardo
Teresa DeGonzague
Danielle Delio
Coleen Delvalle
Scott DeMartinis
Susan B. Deturris
Maranda Diamond
John DiBella
Mary Dillinger
Nicole Dixon
Dr. Donna Donoghue
Christopher Dowdy
Nicole Drepaniotis
Denise Driscoll
Barbara Dugan

Cynthia Dunn
Ellen Dwyer
Theresa Egan
Lisa Eggers
Katelin Elenterio
Emily Emma
Daniel Epstein
Edilberto Estrada
Michael Fahey
Rachael Falco
Judee Falcone
Jean Fascella
Christina Felix
Candice Fella
Charles Ferrer
Jennifer Ferrer
Charlene Fischetti
Jennifer L. Flanagan
Jane M. Foley
Linda Folken
Thomas Fornsel
Gloria Fortune
Marion Fracassa
Shelly Frieda
Wameka Fullard
Lori Fusco
Sandra Galantino
Douglas Garambone
Dr. Nageh Garas
Dr. Mildred Garcia
Heather Gatto
Nicole Geiss
Steven Gerlach
Jeanette Gibbs
Debra Giulietti
Erma Glanville
Floyd Glubiak
Joan Godbold
Kristin Godfrey
Colleen Gomez
Tania Gonzalez
Mary Ann Goodman
Keresia Gordon

Peta-Gaye Gordon
Brittany Greco
Gina Greco
Patricia Griffin
Laura Grosse
Susan Grover
Amy Guecha
Anna Gundel-Pena
Jessica Guzman
Danielle Hanak
Holly Hannon
Shannon Hansen
Sherry Hansen
Donna Hardwicke
Jessica Harris
Margaret Hassett
Allison Hawkins
Patsy Hayward
Teresa Healy
Heather Heim
Kathleen Herrera
Louise Hershberger
Megan Hickey
Dr. Kenneth Hirsch
Maria Hogan
Jason Holshoe
Kevin Hood
Tracy Hopkins
Donna Hughes
Joann Hughes
Donna Jablonski
Tanyaneka Jefferson
Stacey Jolley
Robyn Jones
Christine Kadien
James Kagel
Jaswinder Kaur
Cynthia Kelleher
Stephanie Kelly
Marianne Kiernan
Dr. Alice Kolasa
Nancy Kollmeier
Valerie Konon

S E R V I C E  E X C E L L E N C E  A W A R D S

August 2015
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HOSPITAL

 Service Excellence Awards are given monthly to employees whose professionalism  and consideration have been singled out by patients and/or their families.
S E R V I C E  E X C E L L E N C E  A W A R D S

August 2015 September 2015 October 2015

Kirsten Konsevitch
Patricia Kopejzna
Melissa Kornbluth
Guy Koutouvidis
Helaine Krasner
Dr. Alain Kruh
Melanie Kuffner
Lisa Kullack
Kimberly A. La Morte
Jessica LaGala
Deborah Lamendola
Joan Landers
Debra Lang 
Valarie LaSala
Anne Lasota
Christina Lauria
Elayne Lawrence
Crystal Lebron
Debra Ann Lembo
Bryan Lettieri
Stephanie Lewis
Celine L’Hommedieu
Dr. Kenny Lien
Sally Lien
Mary Lindner
Robin Lisanti
Igor Lizogubenko
Anthony Ljucovic
Dr. Anthony Llorens
Marigrace Lomonaco
Kathleen Long
Elizabeth Looney
Karen Lospinuso
Michael A. Lospinuso
Merritt G. Love
Janetta Lowry
Alicia Luksic
Gerard Lunetta
Dawn Lupo
Jennifer Macauley
Christine MacEntee
Luisa Machado
Karen Macomber

Nita Malik
Susan Mallardi
Laura Manne
Josette Marchese
Gabriela Martinez
Robin Martinez
Gabrielle Martino
Joshua Martino
Rosemary Mason
Geraldine Massimino
Joan Masterson
Meghan Mattern
Cynthia Mattson
Stephanie Matura
Leon Maxwell
Rebecca Maxwell
Anita Mayer
Laura McCoy
Colleen McDermott
Barbara McDonald
Megan McHenry
Shirlee McKenna
C. Elizabeth McLary
Pauline Meek
Ashley Melendez
Charles Mellor
Jessica Melnik
Christopher Menekou
JoAnn Mercieca
Janet Miller
Lynn Miller
Bridget Moley
Catherine Mooney
Bonnie Moore
Breanna Moore
Marissa Morgan
Dr. Maxine Morgan
Donna Moscarelli
Kelly Mullane
Kurt Muller
Felicia Murphy
Dr. Javeria Nasim
Ana Navarrete

Emily Nelson
Jean Nesbitt
Juliet Nichols
Laura O’Brien
Jessica Ocasio
Gospel Ofuyah
Devin O’Hara
Jamie P. O’Hara
Joseph O’Hara
Denise Olsen
Jillian Osman
Dianne Osorio
Hee Keong Sarah Park
Kristi Parrella
Salvatore Pennetti
Ann Marie Penney
Jillian Peragallo
Dr. Michael Petersen
Dakota Pfeifer
Jordan Phillips
Karen Picasso
Elizabeth D. Picozzi
Miguelina Platt
Christine Ploetz
Loraine Pomarejos
Rachel Pontieri
Ginger Postiglione
Dr. Michelle Price
Mark Proffit
Dena M. Promutico
Jill Pryor
Bambang Purnomo
Dr. Joseph Quercia
Jennifer Quigley
Geri Quinn
Gabrielle Quinones
Matthew Rabin
Megan Rehm
Dr. Usha Rengarajan
Chelcea Rich
Heather Richards
Karyen Rincon
Karen Rivera

Maria Rivera
Mary Pat Rivers
Petra Robinson
Nancy Rochler
Donny Rodriguez
Michele Rodriguez
Rita Romano
Vilma G. Rosario
Tracy Royer
Brittany Rubino
Angela Ruggiero
Andrew Ruiz
Dawn Russ
Frank Russ
Adina Santana
Genevieve Santo
Theresa Scalzo
Veronica Scauri
Margaret Scharback
Kristy Schuster
Dr. Lindsey Schuster
Lee Schwartz
Joseph Scott
Denise Sears 
Shannon Shah
Daniel Shapiro
Catrina Shaw
Chanel Shinn
Deborah Shull
Jacquelyn Signorelli
Dr. Archna Sinha
Catherine Smith
Jill Snelders
Agnieszka Sobolewska
Tabitha Spinelli
Richard Squillace
Karen Starin
Sara Steele
Patricia Steiger
Darlene Steigman
Dr. Carmen Stelea
Susanna Stone
John Strahmann

Marion Sturgis
Breeanna Sundberg
James Sunyar
Darlene Sutherland
Jason Swartz
Nahmi Tanwir
Elizabeth Taylor
Michelle Tempelman
Margaret Tepedino
Lindsey Tereso
Paul Theiss
Jamila Thompson
Dr. Nataliya Titarenko
Diane Towers
Nicole Trani
Erin Trionfo
Samantha Tuifel
Margarita Turner
Debra Tuttle
Ummugulsum Uncu
Krista VanHove
Janet Vazquez
Laina Vazquez
Julia Vetere
Joshua Vetter
Cheryl Viggers
Cynthia Waage
Elizabeth Walker
Geraldine Walter
Amanda Wayne
Deyanira Webb
Edward Weckerle
Andreu Wichard
Anthony C. Wiley
Alexandria Wilsey
Kimberly Wilson
Timothy Wintz
Maryanne Wisniewski
Dr. Adam Wos
Mary Yakutsk
Debra M. Youngs
Nancy Zavesky
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welcome new doctors
MEDICAL STAFF

Dina Abi Fadel, MD
Specialty: Critical Care
Medical School: Lebanese University, Beirut
Residency: Balamand University, Beirut
Practice: Mather Hospital Intensivist Program

Roberto Bergamaschi, MD, PhD
Specialty: Colon and Rectal Surgery
Medical School: School of Medicine, University of Milan
Residency: Angers University Hospital, Angers, France
Practice: Stony Brook Surgical Associates, 37 Research Way, East Setauket

Michael Bernstein, MD
Specialty: Radiation Oncology
Medical School: Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Bronx
Residency: Montifiore Medical Center, Bronx
Practice: North Shore Hematology Oncology Associates, PC, 235 N. Belle 
Mead Road, E. Setauket

Samuel Brown, DO
Specialty: Anesthesiology/ Pain Management
Medical School: The University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey 
– School of Osteopathic Medicine
Residency: Stony Brook University Medical Center
Practice: Long Island Physician Associates, 70 North Country Road, Port 
Jefferson

Roy Chen, MD
Specialty: Hematology/ Oncology
Medical School: SUNY Upstate Medical University
Residency: Stony Brook University Hospital
Practice: North Shore Hematology Oncology Associates, 235 N. Belle 
Mead Road, East Setauket

Brian Durkin, DO
Specialty: Anesthesiology/ Pain Management
Medical School: Arizona College of Osteopathic Medicine
Residency: Stony Brook University Medical Center
Practice: Long Island Physician Associates, 70 North Country Road, Port 
Jefferson

Susan Emanuele, MD
Specialty: Hospitalist
Medical School: St. George’s University School of Medicine, Grenada
Residency: Maimonides Medical Center
Practice: Mather Hospital Hospitalist Department 

Noam Fast, MD
Specialty: Psychiatry
Medical School: Brown University School of Medicine, Providence, RI
Residency: Bronx Psychiatric Center
Practice: Mather Hospital Behavioral Health

Paul Ryan Fisher, MD
Specialty: Radiology
Medical School: Georgetown University School of Medicine
Residency: Auburn Hospital, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA
Practice: Stony Brook Radiology at Mather Hospital

Gurpreet Gill, MD
Specialty: General Surgery/ Vascular Surgery
Medical School: Medical University, Odessa, Ukraine
Residency: Drexel University College of Medicine, Philadelphia, PA
Practice: Suffolk Vascular Associates, 1110 Hallock Avenue, Port Jefferson 
Station

Sanjay Godhwani, MD
Specialty: Internal Medicine/ Rheumatology
Medical School: St. George’s University School of Medicine, Grenada
Residency: Stony Brook University Medical Center
Practice: Mather Rheumatology, 625 Belle Terre Road, Suite 113, Port 
Jefferson

Vanya Grover, DO
Specialty: Nephrology
Medical School: New York College of Osteopathic Medicine
Residency: Lennox Hill Hospital, North Shore LIJ Health System
Practice: Long Island Nephrology Consultants, PC, 701 Route 25A, 
Mount Sinai

Erika Kalabacas, DO
Specialty: Family Medicine
Medical School: New York College of Osteopathic Medicine
Residency: North Shore-LIJ Health System/ Plainview Hospital
Practice: Mather Primary Care Rocky Point, 745 Route 25A, Suite A, 
Rocky Point

Gallbladder Removal
Hernia Repair
Spleen Removal
Large  & Small Bowl Removal
Appendix Removal
Adrenal Removal 
Acid Re�ux Treatment
Bariatric Surgery
Robotic-Assisted Surgery

Patient - Focused Care
Call 631- 476- 9296  

4 Technology Drive Suite 220 East Setauket, NY 11733
JourneyToTheNewYou.com   

LiLapdoc.com 
Located nearby in the Stony Brook Technology Park (o� Route 347)

Consults and second opinions invited.

Why Choose Us?
Our team has completed over 10,000

procedures. We utilize advanced surgical

techniques that are less invasive, require

only small incisions, and in general

result in less pain, bleeding, and scarring.

Our techniques tend to require a shorter

hospital stay and recovery time.

Dr. Hesham Atwa           Dr. Charles Thompson III

LONG ISLAND LAPAROSCOPIC DOCTORS
sm

5 Star Rated Physician

Long Island’s Premier Minimally Invasive Bariatric 
and General Surgical Practice

Better Care   Consistent Care
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Steven Klein, MD
Specialty: Family Medi-
cine
Medical School: Univer-
sity of Vermont College 
of Medicine
Residency: Southside 
Hospital; School of Medicine, SUNY Stony Brook
Practice: Mather Primary Care, 2500 Nesconset Highway, Bldg. 16, Unit 
62, Stony Brook

Mila Kote, DO
Specialty: Plastic Surgery
Medical School: New York College of Osteopathic Medicine
Residency: Nassau University Medical Center
Practice: Mile Kote, DO, 267 East Main Street, Building B-3, Smithtown

George Lehner, MD
Specialty: Family Medicine
Medical School: Universidad Automoma de Guadalajara, Mexico
Residency: JFK Family Medicine Residency Program, Edison, NJ
Practice: Complete Medical Family Care, 735 Middle Country Road, St. 
James

Eugene Licht, MD
Specialty: Gastroenterology
Medical School: Weill Cornell Medical College
Residency: New York-Presbyterian Hospital Weill Cornell Medical Center
Practice: Long Island Digestive Disease Consultants, PC, 3400 Nesconset 
Highway, Suite 101, East Setauket

Justin Mirza, DO
Specialty: Orthopedics
Medical School: New York College of Osteopathic Medicine
Residency: Peninsula Hospital Consortium, Far Rockaway; North Shore 
LIJ/ Plainview Hospital
Practice: 290 East Main Street, Suite 200, Smithtown

Warren Spinner, DO
Specialty: Neurology
Medical School: New York College of Osteopathic Medicine
Residency: Stony Brook University Medical Center
Practice: North Suffolk Neurology, PC, 1500 William Floyd Parkway #301, 
Shirley

Mauricio Szuchmacher, MD
Specialty: Vascular Surgery
Medical School: Universidade Gama Filho Medical School, Brazil
Residency: Hospital Estadual Getulio Vargas, Brazil
Practice: Suffolk Vascular Associates, 1110 Hallock Avenue, Port Jefferson 
Station

Anthony Taglienti, MD
Specialty: Plastic Surgery
Medical School: Perelman School of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania
Residency: Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania
Practice: Marotta Plastic Surgery, 895 West Jericho Turnpike, Smithtown

Medical Weight Loss Program 
Offers Nutritional Guidance 
for Healthy Lifestyles

The Comprehensive Medical 
Weight Management Program with 
Dr. Arif Ahmad of Long Island Laparo-
scopic Surgery and Mather Hospital 
offers simple, sound principles to help 
individuals achieve optimal health 
and maintain their best personal 
body weight.

A medically supervised plan is cre-
ated for each patient by registered di-

etitians. Health and lifestyle behavior education classes help 
patients understand how to incorporate long-term healthy 
behavior changes into their lives. Meal plans are customized 
to each patient and exercise is encouraged to help patients 
maintain weight loss and healthy behaviors. 

For more information on the program call 631-686-7998. 

Swezey Fuel Co., Inc.
Heating Fuel Oil. 24-Hour Oil Burner Service.
Installations. Budgets. 
Plumbing-Air Conditioning Installations
www.SwezeyFuel.com

Discount for Mather Employees and Volunteers
Contact Jim Dowd at (631) 560-5522

Harbor View Pulmonary 
now has two locations:
125 Kennedy Drive
Suite 200
Hauppauge, NY 11788

70 North Country Road
Suite 101
Port Jefferson, NY 11777

631-686-2580
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VOLUNTEER

Thank you for your service! 
39,000 Hours: Dorothy Milau 

12,000 Hours: Lorriane Altman 

7,000 Hours: Louise Grinere and Helen Samuels 

5,000 Hours: Susan Shinberg and Barbara Junior 

4,000 Hours: Dot Duggan 

2,000 Hours: Carol Belli, Nancy Cherniak, & Arnold Cherniak 

1,000 Hours: Joan Cluney, Corinne Wochinger, and Joan Quenzer

Volunteer of the Month
Nancy Hutchinson was named Volunteer of the Month. She was nomi-

nated by the Wound Treatment Center in Port Jefferson, which said of her, 
“Nancy has been a volunteer at Mather Hospital for 15 years. She is a valu-
able asset to our department. She helps out on all levels from patient chart 
packet assembly, greeting patients and assisting with front office needs. 
Nancy approaches every task with a friendly smile and is more than willing 
to offer more of herself.”

2015 Auxiliary Fashion Show
Congratulations to the Mather Auxiliary on their annual Fashion Show fundraiser at the Hilton Garden Inn, Stony Brook. The event benefits the Hospital. The 
models were (from left), CIO Tom Heiman, CNO Marie Mulligan, Mary Steinmuller of Public Affairs, Nancy Hutchinson, Ann Bayard, Kathy Hug, Barbara 
Junior, Mary Ann Donnelly, Louise Grinere, Dot Duggan, Peg Sheprow, Barbara Zinna and  VP for Administration Wayne Shattes.
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VOYAGE
Lewis Thornton, traveled to San 
Diego in October to celebrate 
her son’s 40th birthday.
Human Resources: Audra 
Carella celebrated her 
engagement to Roy Pfleger and 
they are happily planning an 
August 2016 wedding.
Physical Therapy: Kristi 
Madden married Tony Parella 
on Jan. 24; Laura Block married 
Robert Well on July 27; Jay 
Swartz married Katie Caldwell 
on July 25; Lisa Roscovius 
married Jonathan Foster on 
August 7.
Revenue Cycle: Carol Cruz 
welcomed two beautiful 
grandchildren to the world this 
quarter. Jace James Milano was 
born on March 6 to the delight 
of his parents Lisa and Doug 
Milano. Cynthia Jean Cruz was 
born on June 23 to the delight 
of Michael Cruz and Linda 
Prezinski. Carol’s two-year-old 
grandson Mark James is very 
excited to have a brother and a 
cousin!
Respiratory Care Services: 
Ted Nilsson, Director of 
Respiratory Care Services, 
welcomed his first grandchild, 
Lina Mae, on October 15 
in Alexandria, VA. Ted’s 
son, Ted, and his wife, Katie, 
are the proud parents. Bill 
DeMicco, Assistant Director of 
Respiratory Care, welcomed a 
grandson, Jack Oliver, born on  
September 5 in Albany to Bill’s 
daughter, Jill Brown. 
Social Work: Megan 
Richardsen was married on 
December 4.
Wound Treatment Center/ 
Melville: Karen Petrosino’s son, 
Kevin, was married on July 25.

Family Matters 
(continued from page 12)

Top of the Wave (continued from page 1)

2015 Voyage to 
Excellence 
Champions 
Honored 
President Kenneth Roberts (third from 
right) honored Mather’s 2015 Voyage to 
Excellence Champions at a breakfast at 
Danfords Inn. Employees were honored 
for their service on Voyage teams. 
Pictured (left to right) Phyllis Macchio, 
ANP, GNP, Standards of Performance; 
Alisha Richard, Bright Ideas; Alice Aug, 
Patient Experience; Yvette Munoz, 
Employee Engagement; Karen Tuzzolo, 
RN, Leadership Development. Not 
pictured: Adam Wos, MD, Physician 
Engagement, and Joanne Moschello, 
Communication.

who goes out of his way to 
humor and calm patients and 
brighten their day by singing, 
dancing and even performing 
magic tricks. As the grand 
prize winner, Dakota received 
a certificate and an Apple iPad 
Air 2.  

The Employee Engagement 
Team also recognized as 
runners up:

Pauline Meek, TCU, was 
recognized for performing a 
song and dance for a patient 
alongside a coworker to 

Top of the Wave runners-up Sara 
Rebecchi and James Menno from 

Food & Nutritional Services are 
congratulated by (left to right) Vice 

President Wayne Shattes, Food & 
Nutritional Services Director Petra 

Robinson, and Employee Engagement 
Team members Cathy 

Mendelsohn, Alisha Richard 
and Audra Capella. (Inset) 
TOW winner Kristy Quinn.

brighter that patient’s day. 
Pauline received a certificate 
and Fitbit Surge.

Jimmy Menno, Food & 
Nutritional Services, was so 
concerned about a coworker 
that he came in on his day off 
to deliver a back brace. Jimmy 
received a certificate and Fitbit 
Surge.

Kristy Quinn, Human 
Resources, helped to de-
ice a coworker’s car for an 
additional 30 minutes after 
her shift. Kristy received a 

certificate and a $100 gift card.
Tanya Fanella, TCU, loaned 

her sweater to a resident who 
was cold and made her happy. 
Tanya received a certificate 
and Roku 3.

Sara Rebecchi, Food & 
Nutritional Services, was 
recognized for driving a 
pregnant employee to and 
from work for two weeks 
during last winter’s snowfall 
after that employee’s car died. 
Sara received a certificate and 
Roku 3.
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Educational and/or Professional:
Ambulatory Surgery Unit: Jamie O’Hara, 
RN, received her BSN in October from 
Chamberlain College. 
Critical Care: Katherine Lewin, RN, Felicia 
Kaiser, RN, Beth Giordano, RN, successfully 
passed their CCRN critical care certification. 
Armando Lastra, RN, Patricia Stillwaggon, 
RN, Maryellen Glennon, RN, and Julia 
Macauley, RN, earned their wound care 
certification. Margaret Micelli, RN, and 
Patty Stillwaggon, RN, have both achieved 
a BSN.
Graduate Medical Education: Lucien 
Cardinal, MD, Program Director of the 
Internal Medicine Residency Program, 
was one of six doctors appointed to 
a planning committee to organize a 
national symposium on physician directed 
health research. The symposium, the 
Third Consensus Conference on the 
Physician Investigator Workforce was 
held in Washington, DC in November 
and brought together approximately 100 
leaders in medical education and research 

from across the country. Cardinal also 
spoke at the gathering. 
Imaging Services: Computed 
Tomography (CT) Technologists Joe Quick, 
Mike Liu and Sarah Choi all passed the 
ARRT advanced CT scan certification.
Information Services: Sean Diana 
and Vinnie McGee are now Certified 
Information Systems Security Professionals 
(CISSP). Scott Damm became President 
of the Long Island Health Information 
Management Association.
Respiratory Care: Ted Nilsson, Director 
of Respiratory Care Services, was named 
Respiratory Care Faculty Clinician of the 
Year by the SUNY at Stony Brook Health 
Sciences Center Alumni Committee.
Social Work: Congratulations to Megan 
Richardsen on obtaining her Master of 
Social Work degree in May.

Promotions:
Critical Care: Christi McManus, RN, 
Lisa Doumas, RN, and Mike Garrison, 
RN, have been promoted to Assistant 

Nurse Managers on 3 North from Critical 
Care. Katherine Lewin, RN, is the nurse 
educator on 3 North.
Imaging Services: Tim Winz, staff MRI 
technologist, was promoted to lead 
MRI technologist. IS: Teresa Kramer was 
promoted to Radiology Information 
Systems Manager. David Salemi has been 
promoted to Development and Integration 
Manager. Joe Amsler is now an Interface 
Analyst.

Milestone Life Events:
Administration: Jessica Foreman recently 
wed Anthony Abbruzzese. The couple 
spent a week in Aruba.
Critical Care: Congratulations to our 
nurses on the births of their babies: Lisa 
Lobasso, RN, baby girl, Maggie Pendyl, RN, 
baby boy; Jaime Retus, RN, baby girl; Mary 
Allison, RN, baby girl; and Teresa Aiello, RN, 
baby boy.
Health Information Management: Jean 
Jaeger, Transcription Dept., and her partner, 

(continued on page 11)
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